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From Citizens
NEW YORE, October 29,1864
To the Honorable EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War
SIR: The undersigned beg leave respectfully to represent, that the Rev. H. N. Hudson, Chaplain of the First N. Y. Vols. Engineers, was on the 19th day of September last, arrested by order of Maj. Gen'l. Butler, and placed in close confinement in the Provost Guard Prison, near Point of Rocks, Va. where as late as the 21st October, inst. he still remained.
That it is now nearly forty days since such arrest, but no written charges had at the above date been served upon him as required by law.
That the alleged cause of his arrest was the over-staying a leave of absence to visit his family near Boston, granted to him about May 28th by Genl. Gillmore, then his Corps Commander, and not obeying an order to return made by Gen'l. Butler.
That we are satisfied his offence in this particular was excusable, and not owing to any intentional neglect of duty or disrespect of authority.
This leave of absence was granted by reason of the illness of his oldest son, who died before his arrival. Leaving his wife prostrated by the affliction, Mr. Hudson, on receipt of Gen'l. Butler's order, reported to his Colonel, then in New York on some special service, and asked his directions. The Colonel stated that the regiment was much divided and scattered, and gave no directions; while hesitating as to his duty, Mr. Hudson learned that his wife was seriously ill; he returned to her and was himself soon afterward prostrated by illness. He had previously been directed by Gen'l. Gill-more to await instructions from him in New York. In this apparent confusion of duties, he undoubtedly failed in strict military obedience. He lingered on, hoping to recover his strength, but on the 1st September tendered his resignation, on the ground of "continued and obstinate ill-health." The response to this was a peremptory order from Gen'l. Butler on the 18th September, on receipt of which he made all haste to reach head-quarters, where he arrived on the 19th September, and was at once arrested. We further represent that Mr. Hudson is a clergyman in good standing, and has the friendship and respect of his clerical brethren; that he is a scholar of fine attainments, well and favorably known in the